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Annual Report 2016
Dear Members,
Again 2016 was an active and productive year for the Friends of St Julitta’s. Many
thanks to you all for your support throughout the year and I trust that you will all be
able to continue with it as we move forward with our exciting project.
Our summer exhibition ‘John Disley – the Man who got the Nation Running’
generated a huge amount of interest and was enthusiastically received. The
exhibition has been shown in Corris and in 2017 will be on display in the Power of
Wales, Llanberis. John was born in Corris,Gwynedd, and always had a huge love
both for Snowdonia and Capel Curig, where he spent many visits in his cottage. As
the chief mountaineering instructor at the new National Mountaineering Centre
established in the Royal Hotel, in the 1950s he estabished a loyalaty to the area that
lasted throughout his life.
He has featured in many important aspects of public life, both in Snowdonia and
elswhere, as a rock climber, a mountaineer, teacher, sportsman and Olympic medal
winner, administrator and benifactor. He was intrumental in introducing the sport of
Orienteering into this country and was the joint founder of The London Marathon, a
now world famous event, in which this year we have three runners entering to raise
funds for the Friends, more below .
Hi Emma and Kate
I felt honoured to be at your father’s Memorial Service yesterday; a very moving
occasion. I was please to meet you, Emma, and sorry that the crowd was such that I
could not introduce myself to you, Kate.
I was intrigued with the account that Roger Orgill gave of your father’s
mountaineering exploits and especially being short listed for the 1953 Everest
Expedition. I gave Roger my email address and asked him if could send his
transcript, but I sensed, perhaps wrongly, that he seemed a bit reluctant.
Does either of you have any more information on John’s connection with John Hunt and also
of his DoE trips to the Pindus, USSR etc.? Any information would be gratefully received!
Best regards
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Kate (Williams)

As I battled through a MA in History in Oxford the Exhibition was coordinated by Mrs
Catherine Williams, a person that continually gives us wonderful support in many
ways, including setting up and managing our web site www.stjulittas.org . The
opening day of the Exhibition was ended with a public lecture on the Saturday
evening at Plas y Brenin given by Mr Roger Orgil, M.B.E. a previous chief instructor
at the centre, on ‘The Emergence of Plas y Brenin and John Disley's role in this’.
It is exciting to report that we will continue our connection with the Disley family as
Emma and Kate have kindly and generously offered to be our society Presidents,
and that through their influence we have the support of three entries in the London
Marathon 2017, Sunday 23 April. Emma Bish, Andrew Mckirgan and Edward Davies
will all be pounding the roads around London in support of our charity. Thank you so
much again a wonderful act of generosity. Please note our page on Just Giving and
their own personal pages to support them with donations – we get Gift A id on them
too through Gift Aid.
We have passed through 2016 with our usual diary of events. Many thanks for the
support that Johnathan Richards, Richard Douglas Pennant, and Mynydd Llandegai
Choir give us and thank to the members and visitors who support our events. 2016
sees us twenty years on from the time that we initially took over a rather sad looking
medieval church in Capel Curig that no-one was interested in caring for or
restoration. We certainly have progressed, somewhat!
We have lots to go at in 2017 note our Diary of Events*, our summer exhibition will
be entitled Fifty Years On, the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Snowdonia
Society (www.snowdonia-society.org.uk) a group that we have very strong links to. It
will be nice to meet some of our members from afar during the summer months. Let
me know of anticipated visits to Capel, or even arrange a visit to fit in with one of our
Diary of Events activities.
Again, many thanks to all those who have contributed, particularly the committee,
who often travel far to attend a two, or so hour, gathering around a table. It is a real
pleasure to report the continued support of those who keep our flag flying – keep it
up and THANK YOU AGAIN!
Harvey.
20 3 17
*Please if you don’t have a copy ask for one.
Dinner 2016.
Dear All,
I trust those that could make it on Saturday enjoyed the evening. In a rather strange
way(perhaps that is the general way we operate!) it was (and is) a special evening,
one to ensure that resources are stretched to ensure attendance! On the night
seventeen persons sat down for five course dinner, to an event which is fairly
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unique in the voluntary society sector; it is sad that a few could not make it through
illness and family commitments.
It would , as has been suggested in the past, be much easier to put on at Hafod y
Gwynt - but there is no way that we could achieve the same event!
It is a brilliant example of team effort and working together - something that we
should all be very proud of, and something that can be very rewarding, and I do hope
for the seven who made up this years team*. Sincere thanks to those who I hope
had fun!
The bad news is that we all managed to generate a huge pile of washing up , but I
could say that it largely disappeared, as if by magic, very quickly - thank the Lord for
the dishwasher at HyG and some hard work!
Put the date in your 2017 diaries, 18th November 2017, and thanks for your support
this year - I trust it will continue into the next,
Best wishes
Harvey
PS. *Frances, Penny, Ken, Brian, Chris, Peter and Harvey
Dear Members,
Thank you for your support over the last twelve months, as we move forward with
our exciting project. However, the year has not brought all good news. Again, we
have to report on the loss of some serious supporters of the Friends. How sad when
we lose our friends. In June a close friend of practical supporter Peter Hutton passed
away. Walking through the church, Peter’s contribution is everywhere. In the autumn
Mrs Jean Owen, for Betws y Coed, passed away; she was born and lived in Capel
for many years and had supported us for many years. Robert Adamson, who was a
long supporter of the Snowdonia Society and the church was often seen in the
churchyard, when he was able to get relief from supporting his invalid wife, with his
sickle attacking the long grass. And of course more recently, our President John
Disley, who gave us support from the earliest of days.
We have had a active 2015 year, out of which we have further move the church to its
present well looked after condition. Many thanks to all those who have contributed,
particularly to Ken Smith, our building project manager who keeps pushing forward.
For those interested in local history the Caernarvonshire Historical Society are
organising at guided tour of the Roman Marching Camp at the Pen y Gwryd on
Saturday 11 July at 2pm, note attached. The guide will be Dr John Ellis Jones a
distinguished archaeologist. I thought that may be one or two may be interested. Let
me know if you are attending,
Best wishes
Harvey Lloyd
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Thank you ever so much for your kind words - much appreciated by the team! Was a bit
grumpy when tea tent blew away, but mood picked up when that was righted and judges fed
and watered! We'll have a longer spell to plan for next year's event!. Catch up soon, Shan
Sent from my iPhone
On 7 Jul 2015, at 09:56, "Harvey Lloyd" <harvey@richlloyd.fsnet.co.uk> wrote:
Dear Viv,
Many, many thanks for your cheque, that was kind of you.
You will note if you can visit the church now how well it looks these days! All nicely decorated and
with a sisal type carpet on the floor. We even have a self starting generator when we need electricity!
This year we are hoping to do more in the churchyard, we are creating a path that passes your family
graves and gives access to the rear of the churchyard. There is also memorial restoration work which
we hope we can do - but that costs!
Please let me know if you are likely to be in Capel at any time, it would be really nice to meet,
Thank you again,
Best wishes
Harvey

Ken J., Llanberis has sent details of John Disleys Memorial Service in London. The
memorial service will be held at 4.00 pm. on Thursday April 21 st. this will be 4 days before
the London Marathon and will take place at the All Hallows-by-the-Tower church, which is
the church linked in with the marathon. The church is easily accessable if you get to London!
It is also accessable from Oxford, - a bus every 12 minutes! If anyone can attend please let
me know and I will try to cordinate the trip. I will go, as will Ken,
(www.allhallowsbythetower.org.uk
Dear Shan ,
I trust you have now recovered from last Saturday! What a really nice afternoon you
brought about, and I congratulate you - it was a total success! can you pass on to your
helpers our thanks. A Capel Curig would be the poorer if you had not brought it
together. You brought together some really interesting acts, and for a social occasion,
meeting people it was a wonderful experience. I know my four ladies on our stall, (Trish,
Jean, Maureen and Kathy (aged 91!) thought it was great! Thank you too for your
cooperation, with rain lurking around things did not look promising! We now have lots of
books to sell at other times your fete saw everyone happy and jolly - a good time was had
by all! It certainly together plenty of interest .
The Friends of St Julittas had a busy weekend, it was full of action! Ken Smith kicked it off
by having the church open on Friday, meeting some very interesting visitors. The church
really does look good at present, Ken has done a supper job of painting the interior, a
mammoth job and not one word of a moan, in fact I think I can quote him by adding that he
loves to be on the end of a paint brush!
Friday evening was committee meeting time, we are shortly laying some new carpeting in
the church, after a period of long debate.
The Summer exhibition is now well up and on its way to be different but exciting with it, Ken
has brought together an interesting title and theme. A brief on the exhibition is attached.
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Could you give it some publicity for us? On Sunday 'Wot no rain' and it was grass cutting
time in the churchyard we did about 25% that looks good, but there is still a little way to go!
Many thanks again to you and all the organisers, keep up the good work,
Stuart Elliot is presently Vicar of Llanasa & Ffynnongroyw in the Diocese of St Asaph. Born and
brought up in Wiltshire, he has lived in Wales since he came to Bangor as an undergraduate in
1994. Following graduation, he spent seven years as a Chaplain’s Assistant at Bangor University
before ordination in St Asaph. He is married to Helen and they have two teenage daughters.
The Bishop of Bangor said “I am delighted to welcome Stuart back to Bangor diocese. He brings
energy and faith to his ministry. His commitment to the environment and to rural life will equip
him well for the future. We look forward to seeing him and the family join us soon and pray
God’s blessing on him and the parishes he currently serves”.
Commenting on his appointment, Stuart said “Having neither planned nor foreseen this move it
is with mixed emotions that I leave behind many faithful folk in the parish of Llanasa and
Ffynnongroyw and the clergy and staff in St. Asaph. I am, however, looking forward to walking
alongside the parishes of Betws-y-Coed, Dolwyddelan & Penmachno and am excited about what
the future might bring as we seek to follow Christ together”.
Stuart’s final Sunday in Llanasa and Ffynnongroyw will be on 21 June and he will be welcomed and
licensed to his new post on Tuesday 7 July at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Church, Betws-y-Coed.

Ken J., Llanberis has sent details of John Disleys Memorial Service in London. The
memorial service will be held at 4.00 pm. on Thursday April 21 st. this will be 4 days before
the London Marathon and will take place at the All Hallows-by-the-Tower church, which is
the church linked in with the marathon. The church is easily accessable if you get to London!
It is also accessable from Oxford, - a bus every 12 minutes! If anyone can attend please let
me know and I will try to cordinate the trip. I will go, as will Ken,
(www.allhallowsbythetower.org.uk
I would like to start off this report by thanking the five heroes who stewarded the
church over the Easter 2014 weekend. I suppose we are not going to get too excited
about the number of visitors but I think the unseasonable weather should take front
stage. Yes, the sun shone in Snowdonia at Easter 2014 a feature that I don’t
remember often happening in the past - but it was not warm in the church - days of
yore bring thoughts to me, when I ran the Youth Hostel of lots of unhappy visitors,
over-crowding and heavy rain and wind! The weather even allowed me to drag
myself up the south ridge of Snowdon, with Frances, whilst Ken did a wonderful job
of painting all the windows outside with white undercoat paint.
The next section is going to be devoted to all the helpers who did such wonderful
things for St Julitta’s in 2014. Society does not strangely promote volunteering
seriously, small groups like St Julitta’s do – they are the lifeblood of so many
charities. What a brilliant response we get – the summer exhibition was a fine
example of collective volunteering; had more than forty people involved in a whole
number of ways, working together to produce outstanding results. But more of this
later. At this stage thank you one and all for all the help, you provided results that
many, many people enjoyed.
Help and support comes in many forms. Correspondence from our two members in
Northern Ireland brought a pleasant surprise. Christie Colhoun and Rosemary his
wife had collected four early postcards of the church, one dated 1905, which I got
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quite excited about. He not only gave them to us but also paid for the framing. Thank
you Christie, visitors can now study them and note the changes that took place to the
exterior of the church in the twentieth century.
Over the last two or so years we have been improving the lighting arrangements in
the church. Everyone will know that we do not benefit from mains electricity. In the
early days, we decided to purchase a generator and Roy Coppack after some
research came up with a generator that has served us well. Roy too has served us
well when maintenance was needed but after about ten years of service, our Made in
China piece of high tech engineering decided to die. Fortunately, my overloaded
garage revealed a spare which we have used successfully for the last couple of
years.
In the mean time we have had the church electrically wired, this was done at the
same time as the interior was plastered by an electrician, Dafydd Owen, with lots of
ancestors buried in the churchyard. At the same time it was thought that we should
have some lights to the approach to the church, it is very dark outside St Julitta’s on
a winters night! Dafydd ran the cable within the church for this to be fitted later. Ken
Smith now comes on the scene, as whilst browsing through a antique shop in
deepest Peak District he spotted two Victorian lights suitable for our church – he
was soon a proud owner of them – and also persuaded a friend to finance the half
the cost. A visit to the church now, when the generator is running will see an antique
lantern illuminating the front door.
The next stage of the sage presented bigger problems as we wish to fit lantern
number two over the entrance gateway to illuminate the steps. To progress this we
brought in the heavy gang – a team effort was needed. Following a committee
meeting a visit was made to the church to consider the problems of getting
electricity from the church to the church gateway, which had to go underground.
Chris Harper the engineer of the team come up with a number of the goods needed,
such as a drill that would go through the 2 ft. 6 inch thick stone wall and a breaker to
break up the ground in order to dig the trench. I think the Good Lord supported our
efforts as it stayed dry (in March!) all day and the second that Chris had some very
good equipment. He set to, to drill a hole through the wall and amazingly the end of
the drill. After a little persuasion appeared where it should. And so the trench was
dug through to the gateway, a job that I thought would normally take a week!
The digging in a churchyard produces thoughts of exciting artefacts but on this
occasion, we were out of luck. The only things of note were a bit of what I might call
Buckley pottery, one or two big lumps of slate of questionable but unknown origin
and a rather big slab of slate that still rests under the path. As darkness set in we
had finished, the cable was in place to allow us to fix a light over the rather
dangerous (at night) entrance that we have; rarely had three and a half pensioners
achieved so much in six hours! The next stage of the volunteer input is warming up
and ready to go. Andrew Shorter a man of many skills some of them artistic, has
agreed to build a wrought iron arch over the gate to hang the second light. Work is
now in progress and it should be in place by Easter. The final stage will be to have a
very informal dedication of the arch to all those that served in the First World War
from Capel Curig, a fitting end to our project.
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In the world of volunteers, I have found a treasure and she is made of Gold! Kate
Williams, luckily retired has done wonders for the Friends of St Julitta’s as she does
for other charitable groups. She is our Auditor and originally put together our web
site, www.stjulittas.org Please look at it and let us know what you think about it. When
the thought of bringing together the First World war Exhibition she answered my
request for help in a super positive way and so we had an exhibition! Her latest
escapade is tackling the jungle called Gift Aid; we should shortly be receiving four
years gift aid from the tax authorities ( no wonder Cameron is worried about how the
country id going to pay its bills!) Many thanks Kate; I do hope it has been a bit of fun!
We had a really interesting November/ Autumn talk , 21st November when Mr
Aled Owen, Cwm Penmachno, gave us a presentation on his plans to creating a
week long walk walking route around Snowdonia visiting the main slate quarrying
areas of Snowdonia. You will probably remember that we have researched the slate
quarries of Capel Curig with our exhibition of 2008. The walk will pass through all of
the grandest parts of Snowdonia and will be a fantastic walk for both residents and
visitors, a very big learning experience for all those that explore it. It is one of those
ideas that one wonders why it has not been thought of before. To contact him aledocwm@uwclub.net
On the following evening after the talk we held our ‘Thank You’ Dinner at the church,
and again what fun it was - lots of fun but with a underlying level and challenge
mixed in! Initially suggested as a Medieval Dinner as it was being held in a medieval
building we thought we were are half way there. But the title A Thank You Candlelit
Dinner is very relevant to our work. It does give us an opportunity to show
appreciation to some of the volunteers who help to make St Julitta’s the successful
group that it is. Our hoped for 20 +guests, did not materialise – we always chose
dates when all guests are busy doing other things. But it again was a totally formal
informal gathering; luckily the did not turn down the job when it was offered. A lovely
three course meal will allsorts of trimmings – it was so successful we intend to have
another go in 2015.
Again we are stepping off into a bumper AGM weekend, how much more fun it
would be if we could get a few more people involved fro Capel Curig. The AGM also
introduces our diary of events for the year.
A nice group of people who have now visited the church on two different evenings
are a choir from Mynydd Llandegai. I was lucky enough to be able to attend their
first evening, it was a lovely evening, Frances and I enjoyed the singing very much,
we have not had a choir in the church before, and the acoustics seemed to suit the
voices very well. It was a real joy to be there and the songs in their repertoire
allowed the singers to harmonise beautifully - it is nice to think that music of this
nature would have been heard in the church for something like 500 years. They have
since returned, steward in charge Brian Templar reported ‘a good evening, a happy
group’ and we have hopes of them revisiting in 2015. They replied to us, ‘We had a
lovely gathering last Monday and Brain had laid on refreshments and warmth! We
would love to sing in the Church again, to suit you ‘.
Note our candlelight Classical Guitar evening on Saturday 8th August - again an
evening not to be missed! Jonathan Richards is a real friend to St Julitta’s, we are so
lucky to have such loyal supporters. One continual problem is to get a live audience
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to live performances! Do we always put on events on dates that are inconvenient for
local residents or is it that to gather in Capel Curig is not the thing to do? Who
knows?!
The committee have decided to slightly change our public image. I and others have
thought that our links to local history should be recognised within our title. It has
been suggested that we include below our main title the words ‘A local History and
Conservation Group’, bilingually. This should give us some recognition to people
that don’t know our aims. This will be discussed at the AGM.
We have just had a bumper exhibition year. Research the First World War in Capel
Curig and the surrounding area was quite a challenge and
The 2015 AGM is upon us and again we get support from all quarters. Plas Y Brenin
provide us with a unique venue, we thank them for this. Kathy Laws is very generous
with her time when she agreed to come to speak to us – thank you Kathy. Of course
I especially appreciate those who support our AGM – we do set out to provide an
interesting and enjoyable day, something worth being part of. I do hope we achieve
our aims. With our AGM comes our new self starting generator to run the electrics at
the church, which we think that lady stewards at the church will be very grateful!
Finally I had a note from a gentleman enquiring about the church. He emailed ‘My
wife and I long admired St. Julitta’s Church and visited it many times. We found it a
beautiful, inspirational and a very peaceful place’. In many ways he says it all,
.
That more or less rounds things up. Many thanks again for the support, keep up the
good work and I look forward to our next gathering together, maybe at Easter!
Best wishes
Harvey

24 03 2017

[Type text]

Page 8

